The speed of a fleet of ships is the rate at which the slowest vessel in that fleet can sail. The measure of the strength of a defence is found in its weakest point. The degree of immunity from septic infection in obstetric practice depends upon the completeness of the aseptic precautions adopted; the precaution which fails determines the quality of the success of the prophylaxis. If the fleet is to sail faster, it is useless to accelerate the swift cruisers and destroyers to thirty knots while the other vessels can only do fifteen or eighteen; if the defending wall is to stand sure, it is the weak part that requires to be strengthened and not the strong; and if obstetric asepsis is to be perfect, it is the defective detail that must be corrected. (Fig. 3) .
By these modifications the weight of the empty satchel and cover is reduced from 10 J lbs. to 8 lbs., and the cost from ?3, 3s.
to between 35s. and 30s.; the cover also can be easily washed.
Further, when it is placed on a hard surface, being surrounded on all sides with canvas, it does not rattle, and so gives no audible indication that it is aught else than a conventional bag.
I may add that the glass ware inside, as well as the instruments, being enclosed in canvas sacks and in sterilised towels, make no noise, and are ready for use when needed.
The advantages of such a satchel as I have described are many, but chief among them is its cleanliness. 
